"The aim of the Club," announced an early brochure, "is a simple one: it is to help in the terribly urgent struggle for World Peace and a better social and economic order and against Fascism, by giving (to all who are determined to play their part in the struggle) such knowledge as will immensely increase their efficiency." Gollancz also hoped that the club would attract "the very many who, being fundamentally well disposed, hold aloof from the fight by reason of ignorance or apathy."
The driving force behind the Left Book Club was Gollancz. Strachey has described him as "Capitalist and Socialist: man of the world and latter day saint: Jew and Christian: rationalist and theologian: rebel and traditionalist" [ In 1928, after seven years as managing director of the firm of Ernest Benn, Gollancz founded his own publishing firm. He was a daring and innovative publisher, and he was determined to reach and influence the mass audience. His distinctive and economical house style, designed by Stanley Morison, was enormously successful. The typographic book jackets on cheap yellow paper instantly identified a book as one of Gollancz's and practically shrieked for attention from the bookseller's table. Gollancz When Hitler came to power in 1933, Gollancz's political publishing accelerated. "Before, it had been a question of enlightening people, in a general sort of way, about the causes of war: now it was a question of preventing a war that was just round the corner. Sense of urgency gave way to maddened feverishness: no more than a split second, now, in which to pull up one's feet from the quagmire!" [5, pp. 352-53]. In a letter written at the time the Left Book Club was founded, Gollancz declared, "I have spent very many hours a day during the last five years thinking of nothing but how to use this business (a) for general Socialist propaganda, (b) to lead that propaganda further and further to the Left" [6] .
Some of Gollancz's political books were highly successful. Throughout the twelve and a half years of its existence, the most important influence on the Left Book Club was always Gollancz himself. Gollancz never doubted that the majority of the population was well meaning and, if it could be reached, would listen and could be convinced to think and act differently. It is primarily to Gollancz's credit that the Left Book Club remained, on the whole, a serious educational movement and did not degenerate into a simple propaganda machine. The club could not have achieved its remarkable success without Gollancz's energetic leadership or the backing of his publishing firm. Gollancz kept strict personal control of the club. Some of his personal interests, such as Christian socialism, were reflected in the club. When Gollancz lost interest in the club it quickly came to an end. It was once suggested to Gollancz that he should hire someone to run the Left Book Club for him. "But," he protested, "the Club is myself!"
